Sperry (1968) – Hemisphere disconnection and unity in conscious awareness.  EVALUATION.
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Weaknesses of the method -  the tasks are lacking in ecological validity, why?


- The quasi experimental design means it is impossible to control the I.V and there could have been significant individual differences in the brains of the 11 patients.





Strengths of the method – primarily a               experiment involving highly controlled and objective laboratory procedures. Techniques for studying split brain patients were developed.




















Type of data collected – was mostly 


                               i.e recording whether or not something could be identified. Sperry also included patients comments on their inability to identify things (                            data)








Is the sample representative?  A small sample of 11......





How useful was this research?  Sperry was awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 1981. The apparatus he designed allowed the scientific study of these patients for the first time. His research highlighted lateralisation of function and could be seen as useful in understanding and helping people who have damage to one side of their brain.








