Developing your Thinking Skills

Evaluation Toolkit
1. Choose ONE of the five approaches / two perspectives

2. Use all / some of the cue questions to guide your response (an evaluation of the particular approach / perspective with examples from AS/A2 studies).

3. Not all of these issues will apply equally to every theory.

4. Use your information to write an essay style answer.

Approach / Perspective:

	Issue
	Cue Questions
	Student’s elaborated response

	Credibility and simplicity
	Does the theory make sense? Does it appear to explain a psychological phenomenon? Is there a more obvious explanation that could explain the same data?
	

	Origins
	Is the theory built on solid foundations such as good quality research? Is it founded on limited evidence or plucked out of thin air?
	

	Testability
	Can any aspects of the theory be tested by psychological studies? Are there parts of the theory that are hard to test by means of psychological studies?
	

	Supporting evidence
	Are there studies that support all or part of the theories?
	

	Conflicting evidence
	Are there studies that suggest the theory is incorrect?
	

	Completeness
	Is there anything important that the theory cannot explain?
	

	Value to psychology
	Does the theory help us understand or think about something?
	

	Value to society
	Does the theory have practical applications in the real world?
	


